SERIOUS 


REFLECTIONS 


UN FE 


DANGEROUS TENDENCY 
OF THE 


ommon Practice of Card-playing; 
Eſpecially of the Game of 


ALL-FOURS, 


AS IT HATH BEEN 


Publickly Play d at OxrorD, 


IN THIS PRESENT 


ear of our Lord, MDCCLIV. | | 
RK TT EW | 
| 


RO M 
, GYLES SMITH, to his Friend ABRAHAM 
Nixon, Eſq; of the Inner Temple. 


N n 0-@ 
Tinted for W. OwEx, at Homer's Head near Temple-Bar. 


{ Price Fourpence. ] 


r 


FROM 


Mr. GYLES SMITH 


TO HIS FRIEND 


ABRAHAM NIXON, Eſq; 
of the Inner Temple. 


DEAR SIR! 


HOUGH many pious and good 
Men have heretofore made it 

their ſerious Endeavour to diſcourage 
the heinous and crying Sin of Card- 
f/aying, and have carry'd their Zeal ſo 
far as to call the Cards themſelves, by 
A 2 no 
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no other Name than that of the Devi] 
Books; yet ſo ſtrangely infatuated is the 
Taſte of the preſent Age, that I believe 
no other Literary Performance ever yet 
ſo much attracted the Thoughts, and 
Application of it's Readers. That x 
Volume, conſiſting of no more than 
fifty two Pages, unrecommended hy 
any particular Beauty of Style, or Depth 
of Sentiment, ſhould have fo general: 
Run with the politer and gayer Stu- 
_ dents, can, I fear, be reſolved into no- 

thing but too great a Partiality for the 
Author. And, indeed, it is to be lx 
mented, that few Books are read now- 
a-days, in the faſhionable World, bu 
what, as one may gueſs, were com- 
poſed, or dictated, by the ſame eminem 
Genius; or, at leaſt, by ſome of hi 
* and Followers. 


It is a melancholy Thing to think, 
how much all good Learning hath 


ſuffered by this unaccountable Attach- 
| ment, 
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„ment. The Arts and Sciences are ei- 
hel ther entirely neglected by us, or pur- 
veſl fued only in Subordination, or Subſer- 
et viency, to it. Sir 1/aac Meuron is, 
na deſervedly, well ſpoken of as a pains- 
off taking Man: but, alas! how few are 
there who employ their Leifure and 
Capacity, in endeavouring to under- 
ſtand him, any farther than as fuch 
Knowledge may be conducive to the 
better calculating of a Bett. Mr. Pope 
too, moſt certainly has his Merit ; yet 
le the generality of polite Men heed him 
LW little more than a Pack-horſe upon 
w. che Road; they hear the Jingle of his 
uti Bells and pak on, without thinking of 
m. the Treaſure he carries. I have fre- 
"8 quently thought it odd, that in all the 
hl good Company 1 fave kept, I never 

heard a Line quoted from any Part 

of him, unleſs, now and then an ac- 
k, cidental one, from} his beautiful and 
th accurate Deſcription of the Game of 
h- O-:bre, There is a whole Set of Men 


at, amongſt 
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amongſt us, many of whom are of 
undoubted Learning and Abilities, who 
have ſpent their whole Lives in ex- 
plaining One Book, for which no Man 
now cares One Farthing. Theſe poor 
Gentlemen, and their Writings, are en- 
tirely neglected by the preſent Race of 
Students; for it is agreed, by all Ma. 
ters of Reaſon, and Criticks in the Doc- 
trine of Chances, that they muſt have 
thrown away their Time very idly, who 
have been gaping after ſome ſuppoſed 
future Contingencies, while they ſhould 
have been. minding their own preſent 
Buſineſs. And, indeed, he that, inſtead 
of attending to the Cards in his Hand, 
will be thinking how he ſhall play for a 
greater Stake next Week, muſt have ex- 
traordinary Luck, it he is not com- 
monly a Loſer. 


On the other Hand, the Books I am 
here treating of are in the higheſt Re- 


queſt with all Ranks and Orders of 
| People, 
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people, from the Duke at 7Yh--te's, to 
the Porter in the Night-Cellar ; from 
the Ducheſs in the Drawing-Room, to 
the Cinder-Wench on the Dunghill. 
To facilitate the Uſe and Underſtanding 
of them, the World is alſo furniſh'd 
with a moſt valuable Commentary, by 
the never-enough-commended Indu 


and Benevolence of Mr. Edmund Boyle; # *. 


ſo that they are now made eaſy to the i. 
meaneſt Capacities. ATaſte, therefore, 
ſo univerſal muſt merit the Attention of 
every one who hath his Country at 
Heart, as its Influence, whether good 


or bad, is of very general Concern to 
the Pu "TRY 


But, to drop the Metaphor (for I 
think it ſeems to -be almoſt drawn to 
the Dregs) it is, Sir, the ſerious Deſign 
of this Letter, to demonſtrate the dan- 
gerous Tendency of this prevailing 
Practice of Card-playing. And, I doubt 
not, by that Time you have perus'd 

the 
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the few Pages that follow, that you will 

agree with me, that moſt of the Cor- 
ruptions of the Age, which we are con- 
tinually complaining of, may very na- 
turally be deduc'd from it, and that it 
is, in its Principles and Effects, moſt 
truly Antichriſtiam and Deviliſb. 


I beg, however, before we proceed 
any farther, that nothing I have hither- 
to ſaid, or ſhall ſay, upon this Subject, 
may be conſtru'd as diſcountenancing 
the Practice of Gaming. I am ſure 
nothing can be farther from my 
Thoughts, and Intentions, than the 
leaſt Hint to that Purpoſe. It hath al- 
ways been my Opinion, that every 
Gentleman hath a Right of diſpoſing of 
his Lands, Tenements, and Monies, in 
what Manner he pleaſeth, and of tranſ- 
ferring them to another, upon any 
Terms and Conditions which may be 
agreed upon between them. Thus it 
will always be in a free Country, and 

thus 
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thus it bt to be, and if thisk is the 
Caſe, where is the great Enormity of 
Gaming ? Fe or my Part, I have always 
look'd upon a Gaming-Houſe in no 
other Light than as an Office of Convey- 
ancing, where Gentlemen may go, an 
tranſa&t Buſineſs of this Sort, without 
the Forms and Ikcenbiunces of the 
Law, and (as you will allow) with as 
little Danger of being cheated, as in the 
more regular, and legitimate Method. 
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But Gaming may ſubſiſt very well 
without Card- playing, as they have hat 
he leaſt neceſſary Dependence or 
onnection with each other. Gaming 
k nothing but the hazarding a Sum of 
Money, on the Deciſion of any dubious 
Queſtion, which is frequently call'd Bez- 
mg; and every one knows, who knows 
ny Thing of the World, that there is 
othing in Heaven above, or on Earth 
beneath, or in the Waters under the 
arth, * to Life, or Death, 
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to T hings paſt, preſent, or to come, 
but what will ad of a Bett. 


But, to recur to our Point. It was 
the Wiſdom of the Antients to make 
their Games and Plays ſo many Method 
of Inſtruction to their Youth, in all pri- 
yate and publick Virtue. Thus the 
young Gentlemen, of Greece and Nom, 
were taught Juſtice, Fortitude, Tem- 
perance, Patience, and Love of ther 
Country, even at their Paſtimes, as we 
may read, more at large, in the elab 
rate Diſſertations of Mare/cottus, Pai 
vinius, and Julius Ceſar Bulenger. Bu 
how differently Things are contriv( 
among us, will ſoon appear, when 
ſhall be evident, from the few Hints 
ſhall produce, that there is ſcarce 
Game, upon the Cards, which is nc 
fram'd to contribute, in ſome Inſtanc 
or other, to the tainting our Morals, 
corrupting our Politicks. 49 
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I ſhall fay — though I think a 
great deal might be ſaid, on two or 
three . which ſound very 
untowardly, and which are generally 


introductory to Games of this Sort; I 
mean Cutting, and Shuffling, and Turn- 


ing up. 


The whole Game of WIS is found- 
ed upon the moſt iniquitous, and de- 
teſtable Principles. In this, as in moſt 
others, the Victory is, in a great Mea- 
ſure, determin'd by the Mumber 0 
Tricks. And though it ſounds well, 
when we are told how much Honours 
are concern'd in it, yet, when we ex- 
amine Things to the Bottom, we ſhall 


find that theſe Honours add very little 


Credit and Reputation to the Syſtem. 
They are, as well as I remember, in 


Number four, vis. The Ace, the King, 


the Queen, and the Knave., What a 


Confuſion have we here of Rank and 
B 2 Order! 
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Order! What a Mixture of High and 


Low, Royalty and Meanneſs, Beauty 


and Impudence | I believe it is not in 


the Power of the greateſt Autiminiſie. 


rial Malice to compoſe a ſtronger Satyr 
againſt Courts and Courtiers, than what 
we have compriz'd in this abuſive Re- 
preſentation of them. And though 
perhaps it may /ometimes happen, that 
it may too nearly reſemble the Truth 
and Reality of Things, yet ſurely it is 
not very politick, in any Government, 
to ſuffer ſuch Repreſentations to become 
common, and ſubject to the Inſpection 
of the loweſt of the People. 


There are other Games, which ſeem 
compos'd on Purpoſe to ſhock the Mo- 
deſty, or, at leaſt to give an unlucky 
Biaſs to the Ideas of the younger Part 
of both Sexes. To name two of theſe 
will be ſufficient, as my own Delicacy 
will not ſuffer me to dwell long upon 
them. And, indeed, I could not have 
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perſuaded myſelf to have gane thus far, 
but that I think any Female Reader, 
into whoſe Hands this Letter may hap- 
pen to fall, will eaſily be intreated to 
ſuffer her Eyes to jump over the fol- 
lowing Words in Italics, viz. Laugh, 


and tie down, and My Lady's Hole. 


could go on to mention the Immo- 
nlities, or Indecencies, of almoſt ey 

Game upon the Cards, which I ever had 
ny Knowledge of or Inſight into: But I 
ſhall confine myſelf, for what remains, 
tb two or three, in which Vice and Vik 
iny are profeſſedly encourag'd, and 
made the Characteriſtics of the /wagger- 
nw Heroe of them. 


There is nothing more neceſſary, than 
at ſomething like Poetical Fuſtice 
bould be kept up, in all Games calcu- 
ated for public and general Entertain- 
nent. But to have a Fellow, with the 
ry Name of KNnave upon him, ſtrut- 
ig through the Croud, with his Hat 
cock'd, 


1 
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cock'd, and his Arms a-kimbo, loaded 
with Power, and the Trophies of the 
Day, is an Inſult on all Virtue and De. 
cency, as well as a Breach of all regu- 
lar Criticiſm. 


The firſt Inſtance I ſhall give of thi 
Sort is in the favourite Game of Bra, 
Here the Power of the KNAVE is þ 
great, that he is uſually call'd a Male 
The Meaning is, that, whatever Con 

y he comes into, he is enabled t 
make himſelf one of them. He is: 
a Queen, with Queens; a King, wit 
Kings; and an Ace, with Aces. It 
gives Power, where it is not ; and dou 


bles it, where it is. In ſhort, his! b 
fluence is ſo great, that he may truly iſ P 
call'd the Fac totum, or Prime Mini ne 
of the Pack ; and the Politicks of t 
Game are conducted accordingly ; H 
neſty and Simplicity are cheated . | 
abuſed, while the Favours of Fortun 


are ſhower d down on Hectoring al 


Impudence. 
T 


the 
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The next Game I ſhall mention is that 
of BeaT Tye KNAVE or os Dooss. 
Here, if we could judge of Things by 
their Names, one would imagine the 
Knave ſhould meet with his Deſerts. 
But, inſtead hereof, in this very Game, 
the KNave has the ſole Command, and 
cannot be heat out of Doors, but muſt, 
of Neceſſity, carry his Point at all E- 
vents. Let me aſk, therefore, may not 
this promiſing Appellation, falſly im- 
pos d upon it, draw in an honeſt Man, 
inadvertently to engage in this Game; 
where (if the KN AVE happens to be on 
the other Side) he is ſure to come off 
by the worſt? And, doth not ſo groſs a 
Prevarication intimate the Author, to be 
none other than the Father of Lies? 


I come now, Sir, to the laſt Game 
I ſhall take Notice of, in which the 
KxAvE is predominant, and which, you 
will perceive, was the chief Object I 
had in View, when I firſt ſat down to 
trouble you with this Epifolary Diſſer- 


tation. 
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tali. I wiſh Mr. Hoyle had obliged 

us with ſome Directions and Obſerva- 
tions upon it, in his ingenious Commen. 
zary ; becauſe, though I attended cloſe. 
ly to a Match, that was play,d here 
ſome Time ago, on a publick Stage, yet 
I could form to myſelf no Idea of the 
Powers of tbe Cards, or _ Laws bd the 
Game. 


The Cards were dealt on both Sides 
and the Trump turn'd up. Then one 
of the Parties begged ſomething, on which 
there was ſome farther Stirr with the 
Cards; and a Friend of the fame Party 
whiſper'd that he was ſafe enough, for 
he had got His Heels. This, it ſeems, 
is a Cant Name for the Knavs, as be- 
ing one, I ſuppoſe, that ſhould be laid 
by the Heels. However, what he then 
meant I knew not. But, when the Deal 
was out, and, on caſting up the whole, 
there appear'd a great Inequality, to my 
unſpeakable Surprize, each Side /cored 


up tuo IT was mightily ſollicitous to 
; know 


| XN 38+] 
know the Reaſon of this; when a Per- 
ſon, who ſtood near me, told me the 
Game was called ALL Fours. That it 
was true, as I had obſerved, the Gen- 
tleman in Blue had won the Game, and 
was the Higbeſt; but the Power of the 
Knave was fo great, that, if he took 
Part with the Loweſt, he became equal 
to Higheſt and Game. During the play- 
ing of the Cards, another Thing fell out 
that gave me great Offence ; which was 
an Attempt, by an half-concealed Lye, 
to impoſe upon the Adverſary. For the 
Party which had the Knavs was over- 
heard to ſwear, that he had alſo the King; 
whereas it appeared afterwards, that the 
King lay by in the Stock, and had no 
Share at all in the Play. 

If ſuch Things are allow'd, this Game, 
at leaſt, is of Helliſb Extraction, what- 
ever may be thought of the Cards. To 
make the Loweſt equal to the Higbeſt, 
is a ſhameful Defiance of Juſtice and 
Common Senſe : And the falſe Inſinua- 


tion, about the King, was an Inſult on 
C — Royal 
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Royal Majeſty itſelf; as if that might be 
proſtituted to ſerve the vile Purpoſes of 
a KNAVE. We know, Sir, in what Book 
we are inſtructed, 20 honour the King as 
Supreme. Whoſe Books then muſt they 
be, that teach, that a Knave may be {et 
above him? This I need not tell you 
Yet ſuch is the avow'd Doctrine of theſe 
execrable Games. It is a Maxim, That 
the King can do no Yrong. Theſe Books 
teach quite the contrary. They repre- 
ſent him as the Tool of a Parcel of 7rick- 
ers, and, in a moſt profane Manner, 
make the ſacred Name of His Majeſty, 
ſubordinate to the low Nick-name of 
His Heels. By 

One Thing more, which I had like 
to have omitted, was ſo effraordinary a 
Circumſtance in the Proceſs of this par- 
ticular Game, that, I am told, it was 
never practiſed before, or ſince, in any 
Country. Towards the Cloſe of the 
Play, the Fe//ow in Green, who had the 


Krave on his Side, perceiving himſelf 


left far behind by his Antagoniſt, ſtood 
# up 


[19] 

up in a Rage, and, ſeizing on a Heap of 
refuſe Gards that lay by him, began 
playing them away, /wearing and damm- 
ing, and damning and ſwearing, till he 
was black in the Face. Thus he went on 
for a conſiderable Time by himſelf, and 
inſiſted, at laſt, that every one of them 
ſhou'd be reckon d into his Account. 

The Company now began to ſhake 
their Heads, and all agreed that fo 
ſcandalous a Proceeding had never been 
ſeen before in this World. This Ef- 
fort, however, ſerved no Manner of Pur- 
poſe; for, after all, a great Superiority 
remain'd on the Side of the Gentleman 
in Blue. 

You begin, Sir, by this Time, to 
agree with me, that ſome Stop ought 
to be put to the extravagant Spirit of 
Card playing; or, at leaſt, that ſome 
Diſcouragement ſhould be ſhewn to ſuch 
Games, as manifeſtly tend to corrupt 
the Principles and Morals of the People, 
to ſubvert all Order and Authority, and 
confound the Notions of Right and 
„ Wrong. 
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Wrong, For my Part, I fear I ſhall live 
6 


to ſee the Time, when our Manners ſhall 


be form'd, entirely, on the Principles of | þ 
Pips, and painted Paper; and that it will | . 
be faid of us, (according to the Sentiment I - 
of an ingenious IV riter, on a fimilar Oc-| r 
caſion) Ye do not make the Cards, but th li 
Cards make Us. "Thoſe Perſons, however, Ml \ 
that introduc'd this vile Practice, contrary l 
to Law, into this Place, in the Face of all M tc 
our Youth, will, we hope, be animad- ir 
verted on by the proper Authority. H. 
theſe are not the eſtabliſh'd Rules of M v 
Play, there was foul Play in what In 
ſaw; for that Game was play d as I hae jc 
told You. b 
I have often puzzled myſelf ; in gue-WF p 
ſing at the Meaning of an Expreſſion in / 
Peter Bungays Book, De My/teriis nu- I 


merorum; towards the clearing of which, 
this Accident may poſſibly afford ſome I // 
Light. After treating on the Number 7 
3, 7, and 6, (on which laſt he dwelb I / 
very long, in explaining the Muunber of Þ o. 
the Beaſt in the Revelnticns ) he has theſe I fo 
Wards. 
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Words. Hactenus de numero Beſtiæ 
666. Multa etiam de numero 4, notatu 
haud indigna, dici poſſunt : qui numerus, 
eiſi non tantundem valeat quam nume- 
rus 6, ad eundem tamen quodammodd 
referri poteſt. If that learned Man 
livd to compleat his Remarks on the 
Number 4, they have not reached our 
Times. But this obſcure Paſſage ſeems 
to hint that 4 might be the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Mark of ſome inferior Daemon, as 6 
was of the Supreme, though his Power 
was leſs as 4 to 6, and be referred ulti- 
mately to the ſame, i. e. he Beaſt. Con- 
jectures in Things of this Nature muſt 
be very uncertain. Bus it is more than 
probable, that the learned Dr.- Henry 
More had this in his Eye, when he ſaid, 
Mon ſequitur ex eo quod numerus Beſtiæ 
nom inventtur ſuper nos, quod partes Be- 
flianas nulld ex parte agimus. That is, 
Though the Number of the Beaſt be not 
found upon us (which 1s all Sixes, and 
ours may be only all Fours) it doth not 
follow, that we in no wiſe play the Part 
I am 


l 
of the Beaſt; (ſince Four is two third 
Parts of Six. 


I am farther confirm'd in the judici- 


ous Bungay's Opinion of a Myſtery be- 
ing contain'd in the Number 4, and 
that it may be a Mark of ſome evil 
Spirits; by obſerving that the Great 
| Monarchies of the World were four; 
all Enemies to Truth, and Supporters 
of Idalatry ; and all characterized, in 
Scripture, under the Figures of Beafs, 
The ſolemn Games of Greece were four. 
Theſe were publick Conteſts, which were 
held facred, and introduced by offering 
Sacrifices to their Gods : And this, we 
know, was ſacrificing unto Devi/s. And, 
it is remarkable, that the Epigramma- 
tiſt, in ſpeaking of them, repeats the 
Word four, as if ſomething more than 
ordinary was intended by it, It had 
been ſufficient, one would think, to 
have ſaid, There are in Greece Four ſo- 
lemn ſacred Games : But he fays, 


TEEEAPEE sin d, & "Exandy 
TEN TAPE ies. All 
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All this, I fay, induces me to believe 
chat there is ſomething in the Number 
4 agreeable to the Nature of impure 
CY and noxious Spirits; and he that will 
l force Things out of their natural Courſe, 
in Order to introduce that Number, 
cannot be ſaid partes Beſtianas nulla ex 
parte agere. 

What Weight theſe Authorities may 
have with You, Sir, who ſeldom trouble 
your Head with Books out of your Pro- 
e feſſion, or what may be your Senti- 
SW ments of the Explication I have here 
Wl given of theſe difficult Paſſages, I know 
not, For my own Part, I am fully 
convinced that Cards are juſtly ſtiled the 
e Devil's Books 3 and that 2 Game in 
particular, of All Fours, is big with 
al the Evils that the Beaſt can bring 
o upon the Earth. 

Indeed ſo much convinced are we, in 
this Country, of the Danger the Nation 
1s in, if Things are fuffered to go on at 
this Rate, that we are actually applying 
to Pt for the Redreſs of ſo enor- 

| mous 
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mous a Grievance. We ſhall fu oplicif 
that auguſt Body, for the utter Extirpas 
tion of that dere/fable Game, as it wail 
play d amongſt us; for very ſtrict N 
gulations for playing it for the future, 
it can be, in any Shape, tolerated ; p 
ticularly, to reſtrain the exorbitant Pow 
of the Tong and, to. preſcribe ſon Fs 
eaſy Method, on proper Occaſions, 
catching Him. L 
- We hope, Sir, all our Friends of 
Law, and all, who have any Recari 
our Gonffituting for the Honour of 
King, and the Welfare of the Coun nj 
will aſſiſt us in this Attempt. For, ſhoul ul 
we fail in it; ſhould theſe diabolicalF 
ceedings meet with no Diſeounts, 
from a Br-:-/þ H---e of C-m— 85 
will be Time for us to cry out, A 
eſt de republics; or, in plain Engl 


TIE GAME IS UP. 


2 
J am, Sir, | 
OxFoRD, 


' November 19, Your moſt humble Srl 
1754. GYLES SMITH 


